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This paper will present the manifesto of the Survivor Researcher Network, and offer an update and discussion of our current work.
Survivor and service user research is carried out from the perspective of people who have experienced mental or emotional distress, and promotes knowledge from less powerful and marginalised groups in society. It is very different from traditional Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) in research because service users and survivors have control over the research process. 
This type of ‘user-led’ or ‘user-controlled’ research has grown and developed from the political roots of survivor activism that seek to challenge the psychiatric system, bio-medical ‘illness’ models and collectively develop different forms of knowledge based on lived experience of mental distress.
An increasing number of service users and survivors are now involved in research in mental health in England. But service user and survivor-led research is an independent discipline in its own right.  The Survivor Researcher Network (SRN) is an independent, user-controlled and diverse network for all mental health service users and survivors who are engaged in or interested in research.
The SRN Manifesto has been written by the volunteer members of the Survivor Researcher Network working group who come from a range of academic and independent survivor research backgrounds. It sets out the background and context to survivor and service user research and our aims and values as a network.
The SRN is supported by NSUN, National Survivor User Network.
The manifesto is available at the following link: https://www.nsun.org.uk/news/survivor-researcher-network-launch-manifesto


